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(Cover photo) 
2nd graders investigate Riley Creek.

Creek study find.
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High School 
Student Leaders

6th grade at work in the wetlands.

2nd graders investigate Riley Creek
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Releasing steelhead fry in Riley Creek.

 
 

Annika Bratton, YEP Coordinator



 
Saturday, August 12, 2023  9am - 2pm 
Alfred Loeb State Park, Brookings

Help us cherish our Chetco River by cleaning up trash at gravel 
bars and along the river. Sign up ahead of time to rent a kayak 
for free or bring your own to help us collect trash inaccessible 
by land. Self-guided litter patrols on gravel bars of your choice 
are also an option. Experienced river guides and shuttles will be 
available, and no kayaking experience is necessary. 
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Saturday, August 19, 2023  10am – 2pm
Elk River Fish Hatchery, Port Orford

Come experience the Wild and Scenic Elk River by bike, while 
cleaning up trash at gravel bars and along the river. You can rent 
an e-bike for free or bring your own bike to help us collect trash 
along the Elk River Scenic Bikeway. Staff from Curry Watersheds 
Partnership and USFS will be on hand to control traffic and haul 
away trash. 
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Say What!? Late summer is when the jubata 
grass (pronounced ‘jew-bah-ta’ grass, aka purple 
pampas grass) puts up its showy plumes to catch 
a coastal breeze and send seeds up to 30 miles 
away. So why do we call it jubata grass instead 
of pampas grass? Well, there are two species of 
Andean perennial grass that have heavily invaded 
Northern California. One species can produce 
viable cloned seeds and the other needs male and 
female plants in close proximity to make viable 
seeds. The species you see around our area is 
almost always the former, jubata grass, and not 
pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana). Telling the 
difference is really hard unless you have seen both 
and know a thing or two about botany. 

Jubata grass

The rate of spread is very indicative of jubata 
grass, given that each plume or flowerhead can 
produce upwards of 100,000 seeds that are a 
genetic clone of the mother—that’s a million 
seeds per jubata grass each year! It only takes one 
to quickly have an infestation.



 ● Germination of seeds begins after the first   
   fall rains and can occur anytime through the   
   spring.

 ● The edges of the grass blades are finely    
               serrated and razor sharp. TAKE CARE to   
   wear proper PPE like gloves and long sleeves   
   when handling.

 ● The seeds are nearly mature by the time the   
   plume erupts from the stalk. So, care must be   
   taken not to spread those seeds.

 ● As the plant grows numerous layers of dead   
   leaves accumulate in the base creating a real   
   fire hazard and a great place for rodents to   
   make their home!

 ● It can start flowering and producing seed   
                after only 1 year. While an individual typically   
   only lives for 20 years, once it dies others will   
   colonize right on top of the dead one making   
   it seem very long lived.

 ● It heavily outcompetes native coastal plants,   
   reducing habitat for our native pollinators   
   and wildlife.
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Roemer’s Fescue

Photo by Pete Villeaux, East Bay Wilds.

Photo by Bri Weldon.

Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Forester’ 
Form Jim Robbins’
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A kayak ‘litter patrol’ getting ready to launch on the Chetco River as part of last year’s 
Cherish the Chetco river cleanup’.
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Our road survey crew was working rain or shine. Here they’re battling the elements at the start of the surveying 
season back in March.
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A temperature logger deployed in a stream. Loggers are attached to weights or rocks to suspend them within the 
channel.

Dr. Stewart Reid presents at the Curry Public Library on Pacific Lamprey populations.
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Dr. Susan Riemer, with OR Department of Fish & Wildlife, presents on her latest data with seal 
and sea lion populations.
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Annika Bratton   Youth Education Program Coordinator

Liesl Coleman   Curry Soil and Water Conservation District Manager

Barbara Grant   NRCS Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) Technician

Miranda Gray   South Coast Watershed Council Coordinator

Matthew Hubbard   Field Technician

Drew Harper   Riparian Management Coordinator

Erin Minster   Technical Coordinator

Robbie Lascheck   Monitoring Coordinator

Statia Ryder   Seasonal Plover Monitor 
Mary Spini   Seasonal Plover Monitor

Matt Swanson   Contracted Restoration Project Manager

Kelly Timchak   Lower Rogue Watershed Council Coordinator

Dustin Williams   Vegetation Management Program Project Implementation Manager

Tammy Wills   Operations Coordinator

Funding for the work mentioned above has come from the Bureau of Land 
Management, National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration, Oregon 
Watershed Enhancement Board, National Association of Conservation Districts, 
Gray Family Foundation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Combs Family Memorial 
Fund, Wild Salmon Center, Wild Rivers Coast Alliance, US Forest Service, and 
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department.
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